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Pepper Hamilton Lip

50th Floer

500 Grant Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2502

412.454.5000 Willard R. Burns

Fax 412.281.0717 412 454 5865
burnswi@peppexlaw.com

November 5, 2007

VIA FACSIMILE and
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Office of Electric Delivery and Energy Reliability, OE20
U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington DC 20585

RE: Draft NIET Corridors
Docket Nos. 2007-0E-01 and 2007-0OE-02

Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed for filing please find the original Request for Rehearing in the above-captioned
matter. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

[

Willard R. Burns

WRB/bk
Enclosure
#B585754 vl
Philadelphia Boston Washingron, D.C. Derroir New York Pirssburgh
Berwyn Harrisburg Orange County Princeron Wilmington

www.pepperlaw.com
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BEFORE THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
IN RE:
DRAFT NIET CORRIDORS Docket nos. 2007-OE-01 and 2007-OE-02

REQUEST FOR REHEARING

The Energy Conservation Council of Pennsylvania, by and through its attorneys. submits
this request for rehearing regarding the National Interest Electric Transmission (“NIET”)
corridors. For the reasons set forth in its July 5, 2007 Comments, which are incorporated herein
by reference, the Energy Conservation Council of Pennsylvania opposes the proposed
designation of the National Corridors and requests a rehearing on all issues relating to the
corridors.

The expansive designations are not “corridors.” Designation of an area spanning the
entire Mid-Atlantic region - and 52 of the 67 counties in Pennsylvania - exceeds the Secretary’s
anthority, and renders the definition of “corridor” so broad as to be meaningless. Second, the
Department of Energy (DOE or Department) cannot make this designation before completing a
programmatic environmental impact statement, as required by the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). Third, contrary to Congress’ directive and NEPA, the Department
has not considered alterative solutions for constraints and congestion other than corridor
designations and new high-voltage transmission lines. Finally, the Department has failed to
consult with (1) representatives of the affected states as required by section 216, (2) the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS) as required by the section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act
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(ESA), and (3) the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) as required by sections
106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA).
For the above reasons, the Department of Energy’s proposed NIET corridors should be

denied or withdrawn and/or a rehearing granted.

Dated: November 5, 2007 Respectfully Submitted,

A~

Willard R. Burns

Pepper Hamilton LLP

50th Floor, 500 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2502
412 454 5865
burnsw@pepperlaw.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In Re: DRAFT NIET CORRIDORS
Docket nos. 2007-0E-~01 and 2007-QE-02

I hereby certify that I have this day served a frue copy of the Energy

Conservations Council’s COMMENTS in this proceeding in the manner and upon the persons

/‘Mﬂ’

Willard®. Bumns

listed below:

Dated this 5™ day of November, 2007.
SERVICE BY FACSIMILE AND REGULAR MAIL

Office of Electric Delivery and Energy Reliability, OE20
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington DC 20585
202-586-8008 (fax)
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